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Far from the tourist track

STEINHATCHEE frum N1
cypress stand sentry over sleepy bayous fin-
gering in off the gulf. The sun flames out,
leaving a brilliant, Technioodor-hued sky over
the water every day. The view is unimpeded
by condos mine af those here, eather.

The place fr stay is Steinhatcher Landing, a
prnup of tavoestory Victorian and Flocida Crack-
erstyle cottages bunlt arvund 8 mini-village of
soris, tucked under an oak canopy and border-
ing the St=inhatches River (pronoumsced
STEEN-hacheel, which flows to the galf

Genats and other livestock are kept an the
property and make for a roaming domestic
petting zoo for the kids who 6l oot the fami-
lies that have found this spot. Alsa on the
grounds are a large welcome center, whers
comiinental breakfusts are served; a thriving
vegetable garden; a chapel; fountaing; and &
boardwialk that meanders over and around
the water's edge.

Muost of the cottages, named For spices, are
separately owned and have thear cwn stylbes.
Mlast have all the modern acooutrements,
inchuding DVDs, full kitchens amd lsandries.
Zome allvw pets.

Cottages available for up o 10 people
make it a great location for a family reanion,
especially if Ashing — freshvater or salt —
boating or paddling figures in your recre-
atian plans. The resort is cnly three miles off
the gulf, and pomtoon boat rentals are avadl
able nearby for sunset oraises on the river.

At the horse stables next door, goests can
arrange o day or so of ridig on traals in the
surrgumding area, which borders on a wild-
life management and river preservation
area. (Take it easy an lecal roads at dusk -
there are deer amd bear in these woods.)
Tennis and basketball courts, and a peal and
mutdoor pavilicn provide other activitses for
puests, plas a Oiness center with a sauma
and swim-spa attached.

11" a quirky setup — a luxury resort in a
backwouds town set away from Ehe galf
but therein is the charm.

The people are friendly and palite. [ was
about 10 get a speeding ticket in a late-night
rush bu get to the Landing, but a local deputy
insteadd gave me a kind warning Lhesr
sperd 5 munutes chatting wath us abouwt
must-see dining and fishing spots.

There are plenty of low-key attractions
within & day's drive, including the canoe
friendly Suwannes Hiver, abowut 40 miles
south. Wakulla Springs State Park, popular
for the crystal<lear walers, is 70 miles from
heree.

Within 20 muales of the Landing are Horse
shoe Cove, Keaton Beach and Deckle Besch

Keatan and Deckle have parks, piers and
baat ramps that drow the local crovads on
haliday weekends in warm months

(gher state parks are nearby: Fanning

Steinhatchee Landing

238 Highway 51, Steinhaiches, Fla.
352-496-3813

www stenhabcheedanding. com

W Two-siony and honeaymoon coliages
with ane o low bedrooms; some
colages can seap 10 people. Pels ae
allawed in soma caflages for & fea.
Mosi units have parches, cutdaor grils,
full kitchens and laundry mashines.
Boal ramp on propey.

W Rates from 5142 for 8 one-bedrogem
cofage, 5180 on weekends (two-night
mindmum).

B Seasonal special: Through Feb, 28,
book for four nights or more and get
50 percent off (only by phane).
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Springs is 31 miles sway, and Ichetucknes
Springs, with its oold water and tube-friend-
ly current, is an hour's drive southeast (popu-
labed with college crowds in spring-Sum-
mer ).

At Peacock Springs State Park in Lurayille,
you can see one of the longest underwater
cave systems in the continental Undted
States. Davers have surveyed abouat Z8 000
feet of underwater passages, but you need
stuba certification to explore the caves.

Free, seven-day state-park passes are giv-
en fo the Landing's puesis.

Diining choboes are limited — most fami:
lies cook their catches or bring steaks aned
chicken for the grills. But we can vowch for
Hoys, down on the gulf. Fried mullet, cheese
grits, andl an extensive salad bar with fresh
chosces are tagty, plus you're overlooking the
inket. Fildlers Hestaurant has a full bar
cooks up seafood, chicken, pork amd Beef
dishes, aml coters meals 0 Stemhatches
Landing.

If you go in July through early September,
you can get in on the bocal scalloping. Any-
ane with a bucket may dig up to two gallons
of bay scallops.

Mayhe all this seems too laid back, espe
cially in this age af sight and scund at every
turm. It not for everyone. But for those
loaking for a guset “time out” this is a per-
fect spot o paddle along o river, shoot pic:
tures in a butterfly garden, or just sit anc
rock on a porch.
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