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TROPICAL
ROMANCE

BY HERE HILLER * Special to the Times

Celebrating Valentine’s Day at a charming inn or B&B may
be just what Cupid ordered. A cozy room framed by sunset

colors, a glass of bubbly and what

happens nextis up to

you. * But you don’t have to restrict romance to Feb. 14.
These 10 favorite Florida inns and B&Bs are open year-

round, and all speak the language

HOTELST MICHEL » Ten minuites from Meami intematonal Amar,
& lewi-rize comar in Coral Gables high-rse downbown evokes provincial
Spain, France and England. Though modemized in essentials after B0
years i business, the hotel leaves guests lirggerng inthe old-fashioned
caga alevator. The 26 unique rooms display random apsthetic rmarked
bry corapkiy taak-pargue fioors, whirnsical antiques and fine &t posters
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CRANE CREEKINN = Savorthe sidestreat
hush, the peotside hat tub and hammaock, porch-
o5 pverpahere and fva ropicaly coler-splashed
errakside rooms. TS 1925 Meboumea houss
imvitos doar-Nung-open maormings and breakfast
in besd. From atop the creak Bluff, guests can spot
rranatees seasonally and dolphing yearround,
Dinmar ot several waorthwhile restadrams s &
hanc-noldng 10-minute walk through historic
chowniowm Melbourmi.
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BOKEELIA TARPON INN = Althe Bokesla
end of namow Pineé ksland, far from urban scale

o sprand, Beroes narmow bridges and beyond
s, sits this ¥A4 Charotte Harbor ransion
with the authority of & ship’s wheshouse. Hospi-
tality ey extands through fve spacious guast
roomaaf yechtfine tnm, the frapiace Iang room
and broad porchas. \Walking-dstanca restawrants

CASAMORADN = Hare in the sanayual Middle Keys, a couple of
Isamarada housss that wene first tilored by threawomen into vace-
tion dliggs for frianids henee been newly trensfonmed again. Deaper
peociats: have helped tum thern into 98 madgane-sleik white Bpan:
menks with impeccabla gardens and drop-dead views betwaen
pool, bar and sunset-indulging Fiodda Bey. Harmmooks, cushioned
benches, a bitof 2 beach: Perfect
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STEINHATCHEE LANDING « Excaptional comiforts endow this
encleve of 43 Cracker and Victoran coltages (housas, really) with
atypical Bg Bend sophistication. Doors, foors and mantels heve

b rascusd from falling houses snd churches throughout Geonia
and eira st off hane by beawry furmiuns. Padls the Stenbatches
River, trek rane rocky wetlonds, discover cove beaches. Bring sscks
of fmvonte fooda and, avenings, cook for remance in a plelure-pedest
kitchen. (Hire someone 1o clean while you stroll thenight.)
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COURTYARDAT LARE LCCERNE - Dach the mous= ears.
Romance nibes in a ganden and fountain cormpound set among four
grand domiciles thatincluda Ordande's oldast house (BE3). Relishithe
bectsice-tub rooms, grand Victoran pataren, fver-garmbler-stybe man-
saon, and iks fnest art deco apartmant block. Thers ara 30 rooms and
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RIVERDALE TMN = Flambeoyant Plarida delers 1o oak-sobd traditon
&t this rmansion —ane of onky two remainmg along Jacksomale's one:
farmidabile Row, Grancheur sats the stage for letting yoursalf go armdst
10 rodmE snd =uitas on o upper fioors. Downstairs, neoually art- and
antigue-filled spaces, the shove conginmess in the Row Restsurant and
Gum Bunch Pub.
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SWEETWATERBRANCH INN + Twn Queen Anne mansions
and 5ix cottages bridge space and Bme, mansions sat back from
Gainesville's mein eastwest rood, cottages sumoundad by gardans
and along a picket-fencad neighborhood street, &ll 18 guest quarters
Istapasing modem bathroorme and modem kichens with grand
beds baneath high calings. Throwgh the grounds, fouritains burble,
benches line garden walks, bridges cross watensmys. Cats sink
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suites furnished by one of Odando's lagendany antiques colisctors.

TN Lugwis Cegde Crisnele; ¥ paacohsdenorm.
o = Eamzl, H:'-'-'.a RRA-ATIM, ey dormeom.
s from ST20 io B225

SR L UL oW N TOW S « Delray Beach succeads bacausa
iz new calebiny chic rernains ted 1o an-establshed residential com
rmumnity, Stand-out amang spruced-up buldings is the 1903 mayor's
howse, which today b= the finest Queen Anne B&B betwesn Key Weat
and St Augustne. An entire acre harbors gardens and gazcbo plusTi
roaimes, suikes, restaurant and bar vanously decorated with terma cotta
te foors, Franch doces and celing drapaenas, al of which ane monm
waorldhy than meredy tropical.
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THE FENARINE AT ROSEMARY BE ACH » Espacialhy winter,
afterwalks along near-empty beaches, the mood in tha T al@n-
shyles rmoms & dianehy cory, warmed by ovens of the happaning res-
taurant baknw. Rosermany Beach bas tha most inenesting architecture
armcag tha new communities of south YWakon Coungy. Fromwindow
harchsane and ganment books o stylish larmps and colorul cushions
sqamnetwhite bock wals, contrast satiehas axpectations of somi-
thiryg waneriully difers,
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Steinhatchee Landing Resort



