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10 great

For those looking to sk
chain hotels and et o
the beaten path, cottage
rentals may be the answer.
From simple getaways
with stunning views to
pampering retreats, each
promises something rare
in mass-market travel:

a Unique experience.
Eleanor Griffin, editor in
chief of Cottage Living
magazine, shares her
favorites with Ayesha
Court for USA TODAY.

29 Palms Inin
Somsthern California

ai:: rrdx:duf hism::rélr '.-.rmd-frmm
cabing and adobe bungalows, ¢
Falme opened in 1928 m a natural
oasis ouiside the starkly beautiful

ua Tree Mational Park in the

jave Desert. "So much of Ameri-
ta & cookie-cutter,” Griffin says,
whil# this mn “has privacy and
persomality” Kids and pets are wel-
come. Fal-36753505. 29palms
inn.com

50 Ornes
Coualala, Calil

It takes something spectacular to
make drivers along Highwery 1 in
Fﬁw!&rrqiﬂﬂnlahﬁmm.m
thest Fussian-style coast lu:nd-gr_'-
cabirs — think onicon domes = ca
ture the imagination. “It's like
O, Zhivago where julle Christie is
BOg 0 5 off the s, ™ Griffin
says. Shrouded by woods, cottages
Bnast saumas, wodd-buirning stoves
and private decks with whisipool
tubrs, AEES-1303. taindnrnecrnm

Sundanmce Resort
Sundamnce, LEah

“Mountain-cozy and E!iﬂ'lﬂ}'
rustic but with all the style of
Robert Redford.” Griffin LaVE,
Though coneted Rediond stghtings
are rane, the veews are "incredible,”
the skiing is some of the “country's
best,® and activities in summeT,
when rates drop, inchude hikes
guided by naturalists, S00-892
NaME, SurmdanCEresort. oo
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Park Butte Lookout, Washington state: Vacationers can get a bird's-eve view of the forest by renting one of many fire lockout towers available,

Fire lookout towers
Warkous danes

Ir ine Camping in the sky mn
1}F:1:ﬁfm il the West's n;:r'é[ be.r.ll-l
tifil Foumtain ranges, your’
have an idea of sleeping in a fire
lookout wwer “Youre | nature
amnd listening fo that, not the ke
machane or video plaver next doos,™
Griffin says. Maryy age free (reserva-
tions ) offer a rustic
gl{:l-i-nlwuh m cookoware and

M Exc , Juests “sign a

journal and beave the place as clean
as they found it." ferefookour.comy
firaks hernl#A

Steinhatchee Landing
Resort

Seinhatches, Fla

Far from the spring-break
crowds, this remote Gull Coase
resort i -Il:u:lu'!muuwmdﬂu; and
s Criffin says. an
ymm ch cottage umnder a
cancpy of live oaks take ad-
wiani of the resort's childsen's
activities, hiking, fishing, biking
amdl canoeing. Inl-458-2000, sein
halcheslending com

Canoe Bay
Chetelk, Wis

"Pack a battle of wime and leave
the kids home,” Griffin advises
Thisse kixury praare-siyvle coftages
on Canoe Bay's woodsed 280-acme
property are probably “the best in
the ?-.1'.-:1'.-&'5: for 3 romantic re-
treat. Hikoe, boat. swim and fish on
the three Lakes or cuddle in front of
A gas freplace in a lakeside cabin,
The J':.mL Lenyd ‘Wiright-inspined
bodize o offers a fitness center, an
extersive library and massages.
F15-924-45%, conoehay.com

Shack Up Inn
Clirksdale, kiss.

A must-stop on amy Delta Bhes
g & this inn wiath “undentable
character,” Griffin says. You stay In
updated sharecro shacks or
rooims carved from bins attached to
an old cotton gin on historic Hop-
=on Flantation. Shack Up & near
Badich, the restairay Co=orvned
by actor and Clarksdale native Mar-

Freeman, Ground Zero Bhees
b and Deelta Blues Museum. G52
4-83249, shackupinn.com
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places to rent a cottage, or a lookout

Canoe Bay: Mightly rates for

coitages M chas uoury getawaay
m WiEsconsm St af 5375,

The Hope and Glory Inn
Irvergin, W

Offering a BRE and four L‘R&?‘i
this “outstanding” cormerted 1500
schoolhowse near the Chesapeake
Bay is the perfect place “to start o

I'I;H!Fmﬁ'c:wﬁdit'ﬁﬂh 5h-5th'ig.nrl-r
ihy" CGoriffam sanvs, Wt i
landscaped gasdens and antique

furnishings. it's well suited for
weddings, anmiversaries and famdy
reunions. S00-4578228, hopeand
glory.com

iCastle Hill Inn and Resort
Mewport, B

I Jay Gatsby needed a cott
rental” Griffin says, “Castle Hill
would b L I owas recently re-
mitdeled with French doors open-
ing onito the beach and white wick-
er furniture wpholstered in the
oolars af the sea. Here, Bnen shorts
rrump gym shorts. The “st
quotent malches the Newport JP
code.” KEE-466-1955, costlefill
ina.com

Deer Creek Cottages

STk, Mich

Cottages are fewer than 150
miles from Chicago but a “world
aweay rom high stress,” Griffin says,
anid they'ne where “the gimmer of
fireflies 15 more mmportant than a
GameBay glow” Gueds in the
three cottages and main fues-
thouse can rent electric boats o
expiare Lake Michigan and Kala-
muamsn Lasee Rike or bike and visit
Saugatuck with it art galleries,
boats, shops and restausrants, J69-
EHF5445, deeroreehroftages. com



