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Steinhatchee Landing Features Wildlife

Surrounded By Protected Landscape

STEINHATCHEE, Fla. (Year 2009) – Admired for its vast, undeveloped landscape, it is no wonder that the coastal region of Taylor County offers endless opportunities to get up-close and personal with nature.  Steinhatchee Landing Resort, ideally located only three miles from the Gulf of Mexico, provides natural encounters with aquatic and land animals alike.  Manatees mate in Kings’ Creek in late summer enjoying the seclusion and privacy of the Landing while owls, eagles, wild boar, fox and deer enjoy the Steinhatchee area year-round.  Also known as “Florida’s Forest Capital”, Taylor County houses the Forest Capital State Museum, dedicated to long-leaf pines that grow in this area and the 5,000 products manufactured from them.  More than 80 percent of this portion of Florida's Nature Coast is protected and remains in its natural state, unspoiled and free of urban sprawl and pollution.  

For those wishing to truly experience what nature has to offer, birding is a popular pastime.  Species including blue herons, white pelicans and the kite bird are prevalent.  While these creatures can be viewed from the Landing’s boat dock as well as while canoeing or kayaking the Steinhatchee River, other locations include seven Florida state parks that are within a two-hour drive of the Landing.  These parks feature some of the largest natural springs in the world, affording cave and cavern diving, unique to the North Central Florida area.  Visitors also enjoy hiking, cycling, fishing and camping.  


The Steinhatchee River and Gulf of Mexico are home to freshwater and saltwater fish such as sea trout, grouper, mullet and snapper that entice anglers from around the state.  From July through September, Steinhatchee’s waters are home to an abundant amount of bay scallops, touting this area, “Florida’s Scallop Capital.”  Scallops serve as biomonitors, providing an early warning system for scientists who monitor the quality of Florida’s coastal waters, according to Dr. William Arnold, Florida Marine Research Institute.  Therefore, such great amounts of scallops mean the water is clean and the ecosystem healthy.  
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Steinhatchee Landing Resort has kept the same perspective since development began in 1990.  Today, 50 individual Victorian and Florida Cracker-style cottages line the property navigated by narrow streets winding around trees, kept to preserve the original state of the land.  Outdoor gazebos, footbridges and a vegetable and herb garden dot the 35 acres of natural landscape permitting several species of wildlife to enjoy the property.  The Landing’s petting zoo, overlooking the Steinhatchee River, allows ducks and goats to coexist to the amusement of visitors, while the property’s friendly donkeys enjoy grazing in their pasture to guests’ delight.

The Landing is situated on the lush banks of the peaceful Steinhatchee River, 65 miles west of Gainesville and 85 miles southeast of Tallahassee. For reservations, contact (352) 498-3513, toll-free (800) 584-1709 or visit www.SteinhatcheeLanding.com.
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