Steinhatchee Landing Resort: A Story Worth Telling

Hidden amid its natural, unspoiled wonder and serene setting, Steinhatchee Landing Resort holds an endless supply of great story ideas.  Its rich history, amazing architecture, exciting outdoor activities and unique “wild Florida” setting hold something entertaining and appealing to everyone.  

Dean’s Vision

Dean Fowler, property manager and developer of Steinhatchee Landing Resort, had a vision back in the late 1980s while visiting the Steinhatchee area on fishing trips with friends.  Fowler wanted to create a retreat where families could enjoy the natural wonder of Steinhatchee that fishermen had grown to love.  He constructed the Resort to resemble a 1920s Florida Cracker village that today features 40 cottages, a vegetable and herb garden, wedding chapel, croquet lawn, horse barn and petting zoo.  Many modern amenities also dot the sprawling 35-acres of tranquil landscape including a conference center, tennis courts, fitness center, indoor swim spa and sauna, and pool and pavilion area.  Guests continue to enjoy the serenity and southern charm found at the Landing’s every turn.  

Gen Xers:  Hiving at Steinhatchee Landing

According to Laura Begley, deputy editor of Travel & Leisure magazine, “Many parents do not register their children in children's programs, preferring to do everything together because they spend so little time together at home.”  

Gen Xers (born between 1965 and 1981) are the first generation to be raised largely by single parents.  Based on a study by Hiebing, an integrated brand development and marketing firm, these homebodies are willing to make financial sacrifices to gain family time.  

Today’s busy families can reconnect in Steinhatchee Landing Resort’s two-bedroom, two-bath Victorian or Florida Cracker-style cottages, free of the distraction of a high-speed Internet connection or cellular phone service.  Full kitchens make family fun out of preparing that special meal, and laundry facilities, a TV/VCR, screened porch and outdoor charcoal grills for alfresco dining all add a familiar touch of home.  Activities abound for all ages from canoeing and kayaking to ping pong, croquet, swimming, and tennis.
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Accommodating Man’s Best Friend

Thanks to the resort’s pet-friendly policy, some guests are literally drooling with excitement as they ride down shady gravel roads to check-in at Steinhatchee Landing.  Of the Landing’s 40 cottages, 19 are available to guests wishing to include the family pet 

(up to 28 pounds) on their next vacation.  The resort’s 35 acres of natural Florida landscape provide plenty of freedom for pets and their owners to stroll together or play with other four-legged friends, while the tranquil waters of the Steinhatchee River offer the perfect place for pups to cool off after a long day of running and retrieving.  

Bay Scalloping:  Best in Florida

(July 1-September 10)

The unique ecosystem found in this area of the Gulf, known as Apalachee Bay, is a breeding ground for bay scallops.  Every summer, thousands of residents and visitors comb the waters for these tasty creatures.  Scalloping is the perfect activity for a family 

vacation, as scallops are found in shallow, grassy areas, providing easy targets for children.  Suggested equipment includes a mask, fins, snorkel, lots of sunscreen and a mesh bag for storing the harvest. After a full day of wading and scooping, scalloping enthusiasts can rest comfortably at Steinhatchee Landing Resort.  Each of the Landing’s 40 one- to four-bedroom cottages features central air, TV/VCR/DVD, stereo, phones, laundry and a full kitchen – perfect for preparing fresh scallops. 
A River Runs By It

Where the Florida Panhandle turns south and the Gulf of Mexico is on the horizon, Steinhatchee Landing Resort rises from the tannin-browned Steinhatchee River.  Water sports enthusiasts prefer the Landing for its canoeing, kayaking, swimming and fishing adventures.   A 12-passenger pontoon boat offers the perfect daily distraction or nightcap with River and Gulf view cruises.   Guests savor the superior selection of gourmet sandwiches, cheeses, fresh fruit and fine wines.  Chauffeured canoe and kayaking trips are available for a nominal fee including a trip down Steinhatchee Falls, a one-foot tumble in the Steinhatchee River. 

Park It for FREE Family Fun

Steinhatchee Landing Resort offers FREE seven-day State Park passes to its 

in-house guests.  Day trips to one of several nearby parks feature some of the largest natural springs in the world, as well as hiking, cycling, fishing, birding and camping in some of Florida’s most pristine, scenic settings.  This is the perfect way to experience the wild side of Florida.   Please visit www.SteinhatcheeLanding.com for a park listing.

